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[ N° LX. ] Saturday, March 25. 1786. 


To the Author of the LOUNGER. 


SIR, 


S far as T can judge of myfelf, I am a man well intitled to your 
protection. My mind has been fo much employed in project- 
ing {chemes for the benefit of mankind, and efpecially of my fel- 
low- fubjects, that [ have been totally indifferent to my own affairs, 
At prefent | am poor and ftudious, and yet content that a long life 
has not palled in altogether an ufelefs manner, In the year One 
thoufand feven hundred and forty-four, the year in which Dean 
Swift died, 1 had the honour to prefent to a great man a lift, con- 
fafting of three hundred and nineteen new taxes, the greater part 
of which 1 perceive have been adopted. I have in manufcript 
a number of treatifes, which might be a load to an ordinary fized 
porter, written in a fmall character, on a variety of fubjects, with 
abundance of eafe and fpirit. Having a great part of my life re- 
flected, that only three Epic Poems have appeared in fix thoufand 
years, | employed the whole force of my mind to collect into one 
focus the entire fpirit of Criticifm, which has been, for twenty 
years paft, diflipated and tofled from one great writer to another, 
without the defired fuccefs. Had I been prevailed on to publifh 
this, it would have made a volume of five fhillings ; and I am in- 
clined to think, that, with no other afliftance, a man of moderate 
genius could have compofed an Epic Poem with as much fpeed as a 
Romance. 

Another performance of mine is an Eflay deducing the degeneracy 
of prefent manners from electricity and the feudal fyftem. The 
one I confider as the firft or primary, the other as the promoting 
and affifting caufe. From the latter proceeds the fubordination of 


‘ranks, and from the former that inundation of feeling which was 


formerly confined to children, and fine ladies like children, but 
has now deluged the army, the navy, minifters of ftate, fhoe- 
blacks, and footmen. My next difcourfe I call a {cheme for recon- 
ciling all the fectaries in Great Britain, 

But [ proceed to mention what at prefent employs all my 
thoughts, and what by your means I wifh to announce to the Pu- 
blic. My hopes of fuccefs are founded on the wonderful avidity 
with which mankind receive weekly and monthly Mifcellanies. 
Thefe are generally good things, tranflated from the French, co- 
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pied out of old authors, or altogether new and original, the pro- 
duction of modern writers. My plan is entirely new. 1 with to 
be direétor in a work of this kind, more adapted than any thing 
that has yet been publifhed, for the improvement of the fair /ex. 
On no account will {| admit any but female fubfcribers; and ex- 
cepting in fome of the departments, wherein | muft toil myfelf, I 
will admit of none but female-writers, For I incline to have this 
work altogether perfect, claflical, and feminine. I confider this as 
the winding up of a long life; and I fhall certainly lie down in my 
grave in more peace, reflecting, that I have added to the republic 
of letters one half of the human fpecies, whom our foolifh prejudices 
have hitherto in a great meafure excluded. 

I will divide this work into feveral departments, keeping in mind, 
however, for whofe ufe and reading it is wholly intended, 

The firft fhall confift of Foreign Intelligence. And this I doubt 
not to manage to the fatisfaction of my readers, For, having tra- 
velled in my youth, there is fcarcely a court in Europe, wherein I 
cannot command a female correfpondent to inform me of its gal- 
lantries and its fafhions. This will greatly enlarge the fphere of 
female knowledge; and make fcandal, like Cayen pepper in a highly 
feafoned difh, harmlefs by f{preading it. The flips of a Marchionefs 
abroad will be as familiar as of an actrefs at home; and the 
dreffes of Ruffia as much known as thofe of a birth-day, 

This will be occafionally interfperfed with books of travels and 
voyages, in which particular and minute attention will be paid to 
the marriage ceremonies of diftant countries, that being the part of 


fuch books which I have generally obferved to bear the ftrongeft 


marks of perufal, when I have at any time had the honour of open- 
ing them in a Lady’s library. 

My next department will confift of Sketches and Interefting Anec- 
dotes of private characters, with the Tea-table Converfations, and the 
Fafhions of the principal towns in Great Britain, I will give names 
in full length; both to ferve as a neceflary check on the diffolute- 
nefs of manners, and to preclude an improper application, To my 
tea-table dialogues I will add a dictionary of French phrafes, and 
words of the lateft introduction, to affift thofe of my readers who 
have not as yet arrived at much perfection in that excellent part of 
education, But my great intention in this department is, to enable 
my fair readers to be in and out of the mode in all parts of Great 
Britain precifely at the fame time, And although in my own pri- 
vate judgement I think I ought to publifh my Mifcellany only 
once a-month; yet, if from humour or tafte, or the quick fuc- 
ceffion of cuftoms and modes, this is not thought fufficient to an- 
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fwer the various purpofes of my work, I will at all times cheer- 
fully fubmit to a reafonable number of my fubfcribers, That 
my publication may not be deficient in any embellifhment or 
illuftration which other works of the fame kind furnifh to their 
readers, plates will be given, from drawings by the beft mafters and 
miftrefles, of the different articles of drefs moft approved in the fa- 
fhionable world. As in books of Archite€ture, there are elevations 
of Fronts and Back-fronts, fetions of Arches and Abutments, defigns 
for Frizes, Stucco-Corniches, and Pilafers; fo, in my Mifcellany, fi- 
milar afliftances will be given to the artifts of the female figure, 
and the inventors of female decoration. 

The third divifion of my intended Mifcellany will be a fection 
for Female Effayifts; and I hope to make a proper, fpirited, and 
entertaining choice. I will occafionally admit little affeCting hi- 
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ftories, to animate the female world to virtuous and worthy deeds, 
Nor will it be lefs neceflary, for this laudable purpofe, fometimes 
to record bad, as well as good actions, imprudencies and levities, as 
well as wife and difcreet conduct. In this, I muft own, I hall on- 
ly have the merit of following the example fet me by feveral of 
thofe works which are profeffedly written for the inftruction of the 
female world, And indeed, how can Ladies be inftruéted in mo- 
rals, unlefs they know every fide of the queftion? or how be 
taught to avoid the fnares and dangers of the world, unlefS they 
are let into the whole fecret of their effects and operation ? 

A Critical Review of Books will be my fourth. But here I have 
not the moft diftant thought of intermeddling with the property of 
fome worthy men, whom I honour and efteem. Books of Humour 
or of Philofophy, Belles Letters, and Hiftory, if they be not the pro- 
du€tion of one who is, or may become my fubfcriber, I will not 
criticife. God forbid that 1 fhould prefume to think myfelf qua- 
lified to judge and decide concerning the merit of all forts of books. 
I will confine my remarks to Novels and Plays, referving to myfelf 
the liberty of dipping into the fofteft kind of Poetry; and even in 
this I will endeavour to avoid two things wherein my fellow-labour- 
ers in this harveft have frequently erred. In the firft place, I will 
on no account give the character of a book, unlefs it has had the 
approbation of the public for a dozen years at leaft. Singular as 
this may appear to be, it was the practice of the beft ancient 
critics, And, befides abridging my own labour, it will much a- 
bridge that of others: for | myfelf, led to think favourably of a 
book by a fair character in an old Review, have made a tedious and 
fruitlefs fearch for it in both public and private libraries, Secondly, 
For the moft part will I give my opinion in the way of fpecimen 
and extract only, I reluctantly cenfure an affociation of men who 
have 
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have fo often, and fo juftly, deferved well of mankind; but at all 
times I muft {peak truth, And I am forced to fay, that my bre- 
thren, in criticifing various departments of Literature, have written 
fuch good fentences of their own, as frequently to lead both them- 
{elves and their readers quite away from the book they were giving 
an account of, This, to be fure, as Pope faid of his own Paftorals, 
though it is not criticifm, is fomething better; but my modefty 
will not allow me to attempt it. 

As a little poetry is thought neceffary in works of this kind, I 
fhall referve my fifth department for the productions of the Female 
Mule. In this article I am exceffively nice and delicate. My ear is 
naturally good, and my underflanding as yet undebauched, At 
the fame time { mutt confefs, that what we find in the multitude of 
Mifcellanies, which daily come abroad, is poetry highly feafoned and 
refined; and were I well affured of the fex of the authors, I would 
not hefitate to admit it into mine. But.as this is doubtful, I fhall 
only propofe it as an excellent model to all my corref{pondents, 

My fixth and laft department I intend to make the largeft, and 
my endeavours fhall not be wanting to make it the moft ufeful. It 
is wholly to confift of Freethinking. A thoufand times have | been 
grieved to the foul, to think that that religion which emancipates 
the human mind from folly and prejudice, that religion which M. 
de Voltaire juftly ftyles the mild, the benevolent, the unperfecuting, 
fhould in a great meafure be confined to the moft worthlefs of the 
human race, whofe lives difcredit their profeflion; of whom many, 
though they have not been perfecuted for their opinions, have yet 
fuffered for their crimes. Human laws, ever unmerciful, and I may 


‘add unjuft, to punifh thofe for their actions, who have deferved 


rewards for the benevolence and freedom of their thoughts! In the 
fincerity of my heart, 1 hope none of the fair fex will think rafhly 
of my endeavours, fince | wifh to convert them to a new religion, 
merely that they may do honour to it. Left 1 fhould be fulpected 
of vanity, which.of all weaknefles I hate the moft, I thall fay no- 
thing more, than that I intend to give to each number an engraving, 
of every woman who has diftinguifhed, or who may diftinguith her- 
felf, either by her actions or her writings. 


J am, 
SIR, 
Your humble fervant, 


PROJECTOR LITERARIUS, 


EDINBURG H: 


Poblithed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° LXI, 














